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Fourth Sunday of Easter
Creation Justice Sunday / Earth Day Sunday • April 21, 2024

Liturgist: Susan Hulbert

As a courtesy to those who have gathered for worship,

please silence your phone and any othermobile devices.

“If every day were Earth Day, we wouldn’t be in the mess we’re in.”
Neil deGrasse Tyson

“You are not an Atlas carrying the world on your shoulder. It is good to remember
that the planet is carrying you.”

Vandana Shiva

“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.”
Albert Einstein

“The environment is where we all meet; where we have a mutual interest; it is the
one thing all of us share.”

Lady Bird Johnson

“The good man [sic] is the friend of all living things.”
Mahatma Gandhi

“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world
around you. What you do makes a di�erence, and you have to decide what kind

of di�erence you want to make.”
Jane Goodall

“I believe in God, only I spell it Nature.”
Frank Lloyd Wright



Congregation: Bold print
*Please rise in body or in spirit.

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We acknowledge that the land upon which St. James UCC stands was originally the
ancestral and unceded territory of the Haudenosaunee and Erie people. We celebrate and
honor the contributions that Native Americans have made in the past and continue to make
today in the Western New York area and the Americas. We embrace the Haudenosaunee
philosophy that the decisions we make today should result in a sustainable world seven
generations into the future. Additionally, we commit to supporting initiatives that empower
the local, national, and international Indigenous communities and to listening, learning, and
taking actions to address injustices past and present that have impacted these communities
and all God’s creation.

WORDS OF WELCOME

Welcome to St. James, an Open and A�rming congregation of the United Church
of Christ, where we strive to be more fully the body of Christ. We are committed
to welcoming and celebrating all people and the uniqueness we each bring. As
people of faith, we boldly proclaim: No matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

ERIE COUNTY CLIMATE ACTION PLAN C. Sandy Przybylak
Erie County Climate Ambassador Volunteer

CONTEMPORARY READING / CONTINUING TESTAMENT Rev. Paul Werner

INTROIT “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” arr. Mark Schweizer

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with Christ’s peace.

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.

Please return to your seat as we begin to sing the opening hymn.



*OPENING HYMN “O How Glorious, Full of Wonder” NCH 558

*CALL TO WORSHIP (by Creation Justice Ministries) Susan Hulbert

One: Scripture tells us that “creation waits with eager longing for the revealing
of the children of God.” (Romans 8:19)

Many: Creation is waiting for us.
One: To open our eyes to the devastation in our world.
Many: Creation is waiting for us.
One: To put the needs of the most vulnerable above the greed of the powerful.
Many: Creation is waiting for us.
One: To move from doing what is easy to doing what is necessary and right.
Many: Creation is waiting for us.
One: To prioritize the needs of community over the convenience of self.
Many: Creation is waiting for us.
One: To remove the pollution from our seas, land, air, bodies, and hearts.
Many: Creation is waiting for us.
One: In all these things and more, creation waits for us to assume our roles as

its servants and protectors.
Many: With God’s help, we will answer creation’s call.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION Susan
(adapted from “A Prayer for Our Earth,” in Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si”)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of
your creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon
us the power of your love, that we may protect your creation and its beauty. Fill
us with peace, that we may live as siblings, harming no one. O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your
eyes. Bring healing to us, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that
we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of those
who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. Encourage us,
we pray, in our struggle for justice, love, and peace. Amen.

*RESPONSE “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky” (Verse 1) NCH 563

We cannot own the sunlit sky,
the moon, the wildflowers growing,

for we are part of all that is
within life’s river flowing.

With open hands receive and share
the gifts of God’s creation,

that all may have abundant life
in every earthly nation.



CHILDREN’S TIME

SCRIPTURES

Psalm 23 (The Inclusive Bible) Susan

No psalm is better known or more loved as a prayer of trust in God. God loves and cares for us now and forever. Psalm 23
cannot be correctly attributed to David as ancient tradition supposed, but it is a tradition generations have followed.

God, you are my shepherd—
I want nothing more.
You let me lie down in green meadows;
you lead me beside restful waters:
you refresh my soul.
You guide me to lush pastures
for the sake of your Name.
Even if I’m surrounded by shadows of death,
I fear no danger, for you are with me.
Your rod and your sta�—
they give me courage.
You spread a table for me
in the presence of my enemies,
and you anoint my head with oil—
my cup overflows!
Only goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in your house, God,
for days without end.

John 10:11-18 (The Inclusive Bible) Rev. Paul

It may be helpful to read this passage and then to read Ezekiel 34 immediately after. There seems little doubt that Jesus (or
his apostolic interpreters, if these were not his own words) made that Old Testament passage the basis for his own ministry
as Messiah. One of the enduring images of Jesus is that of the good shepherd. The startlingly di�erent aspect of this
passage is the willingness of the shepherd to lay down his life for the sheep.

I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd would die for the sheep. The hired hand,
who is neither shepherd nor owner of the sheep, catches sight of the wolf coming and
runs away, leaving the sheep to be scattered or snatched by the wolf. That’s because
the hired hand works only for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I know my sheep
and my sheep know me, in the same way God knows me and I know God—and for
these sheep I will lay down my life. I have other sheep that don’t belong to this
flock—I must lead them too, and they will hear my voice. And then there will be one
flock, one shepherd. This is why the Creator loves me—because I lay down my life,
only to take it up again. No one takes my life from me; I lay it down freely. I have the
power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it up again. This command I
received from the Creator.



*HYMN “Touch the Earth Lightly” NCH 569

RESPONDING WITH OUR GENEROSITY

INVITATION

OFFERTORY / GIVING OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
● Please place your gift in the o�ering plate by the altar. Many of our members and friends give online. To

do so, you are invited to use the information located on the back cover of this bulletin.
● Our gifts help sustain this community of faith by maintaining our facilities, supporting our sta�, and

providing the materials that make our ministry available to all.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “All Things Bright and Beautiful” John Rutter

*DOXOLOGY NCH 780

(Sing the version of the Doxology that is closest to your own heart.)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Every part of nature is connected. Every gift we receive comes from you, O
God. Every moment of time is pregnant with new creation. We return our gifts
to you in wonder and gratitude. Amen.

MESSAGE “Metaphor Madness” Rev. Paul

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER / PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (by United Society Partners in the Gospel)

Our Creator, who art in heaven, you are also at home in the air, the soil, the
forests, and the oceans. Hallowed be your name by the care we take of your
creation. Your kin-dom come. All that you see is good. Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven, your will to till and care. Give us this day our daily
bread, that all may have enough to live life in its fullness. Forgive us our
tresspasses—our greed, our exploitation, our lack of concern for other species
and future generations—as we forgive those who trespass against us, by
reconciliation and justice and peace. Lead us not into temptation to equate

(continued on the next page)→



dominion with exploitation. And deliver us from evil, the evil of destroying
your gift of creation. For yours is the kin-dom—yours, O God, not ours—the
power, and the glory, in the cross and the resurrection forever and ever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “The Climate Is Changing” Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
You may remain in the sanctuary for contemplation and reflection, or you may make your
way to the Horton Lounge (Hospitality Room) for refreshments and fellowship.

PLEASE JOIN OUR TECHNOLOGY TEAM

We want to be able to continue offering our worship services on Facebook Live, so
we are desperately asking for volunteers to join a rotating Sunday morning
schedule of Technology Team members to help. There are members and friends of
St. James UCC who rely on this important ministry, and we don’t want them to be
cut off from being able to attend worship online.

Training will be provided. Alex Wright prepared an illustrated instruction manual
with step-by-step instructions that will be made readily available. (Thank you,
Alex!) Please prayerfully consider this urgent ministry opportunity.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sun 4/21 10:00 AM Sunday Celebration - Creation Justice Sunday / Earth Day Sunday
Mon 4/22 6:00 PM Girl Scouts - Troop 34714 (Assembly Hall)
Tue 4/23 Connector weekly e-news articles are due (every Tuesday)
Wed 4/24 7:00 PM Cub Scouts - Pack 525 (Assembly Hall)
Thu 4/25 7:00 PM Scouts BSA - Troops 525B & 509G (Assembly Hall)
Thu 4/25 8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Horton Lounge)
Sun 4/28 10:00 AM Sunday Celebration

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sat 5/4 1:15 PM Ecclesiastical Council for Hope Schwartz

(at Church of the Nativity UCC in Bu�alo)
Tue 5/7 6:00 PM Spring Sprucing
Fri 5/10 - Mon 5/13 Rev. Paul - vacation days
Tue 5/14 1:00 PM Worship Team
Thu 5/16 11:00 AM Mission and Social Action Team
Sat 5/18 11:00 AM Celebration of Life: Barbara Reuter
Sun 5/19 10:00 AM Pentecost Sunday Celebration
Thu 5/30 - Sat 6/1 Rev. Paul at NY Conference Annual Meeting in Binghamton

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS (Christy)

Monday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Friday: Church O�ce closed

REV. PAUL’S SCHEDULE THIS WEEK

Monday: Day o�
Tuesday: O�ce and by appointment
Wednesday: O�ce and by appointment
Thursday: MORNING:

O�ce and by appointment
AFTERNOON:
Church of the Nativity UCC
in Bu�alo

EVENING:
Rainbow Collective of WNY
board meeting

Friday: Study and writing day
Saturday: Day o�

BE A SUNDAY VOLUNTEER!
Please use the links below to sign up for Sunday volunteer opportunities. Thank you!
Liturgists: https://tinyurl.com/stjamesuccliturgists
Greeters: https://tinyurl.com/stjamesuccgreeters
Altar flowers: https://tinyurl.com/stjamesuccflowers
After-church co�ee and fellowship: https://tinyurl.com/stjamesuccfellowship



FOOD AND TOILETRY DONATIONS

We continue to collect toiletries and food gifts (as well as pet food and treats) for the Saints
Peter and Paul food pantry and outreach center.

There has been a dramatic increase in people needing food and services in the Village of
Hamburg, so the people of SSPP are grateful for the gifts that the members and friends of
St. James UCC continuously provide.

Most urgent need:

● bath towels & washcloths
● microwavable plates & bowls
● silverware

Urgent needs:

● baby formula
● baby wipes
● dish soap
● facial tissues
● laundry detergent

Food:

● cereal bars
● fresh apples and oranges
● fruit (can)
● individual fruit cups
● macaroni and cheese (box)
● pasta (box)
● pasta sauce (can or jar)
● shelf-stable milk
● soup (can)
● tuna (can or pouch)
● vegetables (can)

Pet food and treats for:

● cats
● dogs

Toiletries:

● body wash
● feminine hygiene products
● shampoo
● toothpaste
● other toiletry items

Additional needs:

● children's supplies
● clothing
● diapers
● dish soap
● paper towels
● pull-ups
● toilet paper

Collection bins for donations are located by the elevator and outside the Horton Lounge.
Thank you to Marie Nolan for regularly delivering donated items to the food pantry.



FAMILY PROMISE DONATIONS

The next collection day for the donation of a week’s food to Family Promise will be Sunday, April 28.
It will help families in our area that are experiencing homelessness. The items requested for donation
will go out as a SignUpGenius email on Thursday, April 25 (in the afternoon). Donations of food
and/or money will be accepted. Thank you for your loving generosity!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Do you need a photo for our church directory?
Do you want to update the photo that you currently have?
Do you want to update your church directory entry?

Please see Rev. Paul after church on any Sunday, and he will gladly take a photo for you and include
it in the church directory. You can appear by yourself or with your spouse/partner/family. If you
already have a photo and would like to have it included, you can email it to Christy at
churcho�ce@hamburgucc.org.

To update your directory entry, or to upload or replace your photo, simply go to
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com. Go to your entry, and then click “Edit My Family.” (The
email address that you currently have listed in our church directory is the one you will use to log in.)

CREATION JUSTICE OPPORTUNITIES • MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION TEAM

Today we are observing Creation Justice Sunday and Earth Day Sunday during worship. Sandy
Przybylak, Erie County Climate Ambassador Volunteer (and St. James UCC member!) will be making
an overview presentation on the Erie County Climate Action Plan, and she will be available to answer
questions during our after-church fellowship time. Explanatory flyers that detail the plan and coloring
books for children in attendance will be available.

Also, after church on April 28, you’re invited to participate in a wonderful opportunity provided by
our Mission and Social Action Team. As we work toward our Creation Justice Church designation, one
clear thing congregants and the church are encouraged to explore is a property use evaluation as it
pertains to what we choose to plant. Native plants—those designed to thrive in our climate zone and
support our native insects, birds, and other species—also help to combat the negative e�ects of
climate change.

Master gardener and native plant specialist Lyn Chimera will be with us that day
during co�ee hour to share valuable information on local natives, with suggestions
for your home garden(s) and ours.

About Lyn Chimera: After retiring from teaching, Lyn got her Master Gardener
certification from Cornell and began a garden consulting business, Lessons from
Nature. She specializes in helping people with sustainable gardening and
incorporating native plants into their landscape. They are easy to grow and
necessary to help support pollinators, birds, and nature in general.



What is the United Church of Christ?
The United Church of Christ traces its roots to the Protestant Reformation, the Pilgrims of
the Mayflower, and traditions indigenous to the United States. There are five historic
“streams” that formed the UCC: Congregational, Christian, Afro-Christian, Evangelical,
and Reformed.

● In 1931, the Christian Church, along with the Afro-Christian Convention, joined with
the Congregational Churches to form the Congregational Christian Churches. Then,
in 1934, the Reformed Church in the United States and the Evangelical Synod of
North America united to become the Evangelical and Reformed Church. Both of
these denominations merged to form the United Church of Christ in 1957. We are a
united and uniting church.

● The UCC weaves God’s message of hope and extravagant welcome with social
action for justice and peace, and our response to the demands of our faith is
woven into the history of our country.

● We were the first historically white denomination to ordain an African American
(1785) and the first in the modern era to ordain a woman (1853). We were the first
mainline denomination to ordain an openly gay man (1972) and a�rm marriage
equality (2005). We were in the forefront of the anti-slavery movement, the Social
Gospel movement, and the Civil Rights Movement, taking seriously Jesus’
commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself.”

● Learn more about the UCC’s “firsts”: https://www.hamburgucc.org/about-the-ucc



Welcome to St. James United Church of Christ

● We believe that faith is a matter of heart and mind.
● We believe that taking the Bible seriously does not

mean taking it literally.
● We believe that God embraces all people equally.
● We believe that we are called to be nothing less

than global citizens.
● We believe that the social expression of love is

justice.
● We believe that every generation is called to

discover new faith traditions.
● We believe that God continues to speak through the

actions and words of people today, just as in times
of old.

To receive our weekly e-news, The St. James
Connector, scan the QR code or go to:
https://tinyurl.com/stjamesuccnews

For online giving, scan the QR code or go to:
https://www.hamburgucc.org/giving

St. James United Church of Christ
76 Main Street • Hamburg, NY 14075 • 716-649-6171

Church O�ce: churcho�ce@hamburgucc.org • Pastor: revpaul@hamburgucc.org

We recycle church bulletins! After you are finished using your bulletin, please share it with a
friend or neighbor or place it in the recycling bins in the narthex or in front of the church.
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